
Conservatives to concrete our countryside
Swale Borough Council announce proposals for 5,000 homes at North 

Street and 2,500 homes near Brenley

Proposed development of 5,000 homes around North 

Street (hatched blue) and 2,500 homes near Brenley 

Corner (hatched red). Areas shown in orange are 

developments with planning consent. 
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Swale Borough Council has proposals for 2,500 
homes south-east of Faversham, between the A2 
and the M2 extending to the Brenley Corner 
roundabout and 5,000 homes at North Street, 
stretching from the outskirts of Faversham almost as 
far as Sheldwich. The proposals have been sought by 
Swale Borough Council in response to a Conservative 
government scheme to meet national house-building 
targets. In addition several smaller sites (less than 
2,500 homes) at Selling / Neames Forstal and at 
Faversham will considered. 

Tim Valentine and Alastair Gould attended the town 
meeting about the proposals for the development near 
Brenley.  Tim pointed out that these proposals are a 
massive urban extension to the town. With aroud 
1,500 homes already granted permission, these 
proposals will almost double the size of Faversham. 

Tim Valentine said: “The council should provide the types of homes required to meet local housing need. 
The priority should be for social housing and starter homes that allow young people and those on 
limited incomes to have a decent home. Alastair Gould said: “Development sites should be selected on the 
basis of the existing infrastructure, like railway stations and bus routes, some of which are under threat. 
Under the current proposals residents will be dependent on their cars to get anywhere adding to some of 
the worst congestion and most polluted roads in Kent.” 

Graveney Solar farm faces massive opposition

We have been out and about asking local residents 
for their views. A short survey in Graveney found 
that 83% of residents are opposed to the Cleve Hill 
Solar Farm. The developer plans to build the biggest 
solar farm in the country on the marshes near 
Graveney. The huge solar farm would cover 1,000 
acres stretching from Faversham creek to  Graveney 
Marsh. The application for development consent has 
not yet been submitted.

Local Conservatives pass the blame to central 
government for imposing high house-building targets. 
But the Conservatives run the Government, Kent 
County Council and Swale Borough Council. Nobody 
is to blame for these awful plans but the 
Conservative Party. There is no shortage of houses 
costing over £500,000, but developers can sell any 
number of these houses at a good profit to London 
commuters. These proposals will do nothing to 
provide genuinely affordable homes for local 
people, or tackle the increasing problem of 
homelessness. 



If you have a comment or query about our area, 

we’d would love to hear from you. Here 
are the ways you can get in touch.

All our newsletters and leaflets are delivered by 

volunteers. If you’d like to help deliver some 

leaflets in your street, please get in touch.
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Alastair and Tim discuss the 
new air quality research at 

Faversham Cottage Hospital.

Research by the British Lung Foundation found that Faversham 
Cottage Hospital and both Faversham GP surgeries are in an 
area that exceeds safe air pollution limits. Faversham exceeds the 
average levels of fine particulate matter recommended by the 
World Health Organisation. Dirty air can make breathing more 
difficult for people with lung conditions, such as asthma. It is 
particularly dangerous for children and can cause irreversible 
damage to their growing lungs and hearts. UK health bodies 
including the Royal College of Nursing and the British Medical 
Association have called on the Government to introduce a new 
Clean Air Act to tackle the toxic air crisis. Alastair Gould, a 
Faversham GP, has written to Swale Borough Council asking that 
the council take action to protect patients and NHS staff from 
this preventable cause of ill health and early death. Actions that 

the council could take include: a low emission zone, a 20mph 

.

MORE action ON FLY-TIPPING 
Working to remove fly-tipped waste

Tim Valentine has reported three more incidents of fly-tipping near 
Selling and Rhode Common since our last newsletter. We’re 
pleased to report that they have all been removed. If you know 
about an incidence of fly-tipping or an area which would 
benefit from a Green Party litter pick, do please let us know 
and we’ll get it sorted.

Three more incidents of fly-tipping 
in our area that we got collected. 

Tim reported these 
potholes on South
Road. Last time we 
checked they hadn’t
yet been repaired. 
We’ll keep an 
eye on the situation 
and make sure the 
work gets done.

This road surface near 
Perry Wood melted in 
the excessive summer
heat. This is a 
problem that we are 
likely to see more 
frequently as summer 
heatwaves become 
more common 
with climate change. 

Pothole patrol

Tim Valentine
07752 191807
tim.valentine@greenparty.org.uk

TOXIC AIR AT FAVERSHAM COTTAGE HOSPITAL
Cottage hospital in top 100 most polluted hospital sites in the country
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speed limit across Faversham, investment in infrastructure for electric vehicles and improved facilities 
for walking and cycling.


